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ABSTRACT

Modern Bengali poetry has largely evolved with the passage of time owing to many
different factors: changes in the human world, the problems of cities, the unrest and
turmoil due to political matters, and also the disconnected emotional experiences of
modern man. Prasun Bandyopadhyay, in this context, is perhaps the most unique poet
of whom the literary world speaks highly because of his ability to blend a sense of
place, memory, and reflection on the social condition with his poetry and his
understanding of the existential question. This analysis paper thoroughly describes the
realm of poetry of Prasun Bandyopadhyay and shows its relation to the contemporary
society as well as Bengali literary discourse in recent years. Using textual reading,
thematic interpretation, and socio-literary criticism, the study explores how
Bandyopadhyay's poetry encapsulates the following urban themes: alienation,
communal memory, quotidian existence, emotional breakdowns, and the cultural
identity of Bengal. The paper analyses poetry in tandem with the socio-political aspect,
and the relationship of language, symbolism, imaginary depiction of space, and the
awareness of society. This essay argues that the modern poetry of Prasun
Bandyopadhyay has a very important place in the context through their philosophical
insights and artistic representations of a few chosen pieces of their work and their
interaction with the major developments of modern Bengali poetry from their own
critical stance. His poetry on one hand preserves cultural memories and on the other
hand it explores the modern life with its different shades. This paper enriches the
studies on Bengali poetry in today's context and places Prasun Bandyopadhyay within
larger conversations surrounding literature, modernism, and social representation.

Keywords: Contemporary Bengali poetry, Prasun Bandyopadhyay, modernity, urban consciousness,
memory, society, Bengali literature, poetic identity

Introduction

Throughout generations, poetry has been one of the most powerful means for human
communities expressing the nature of their emotional, political, and cultural experiences. In
fact, it would be impossible to understand a time in literary history, unless we consider it as a
period where poetry was being written (Eagleton, 2007). Besides, poets of our times from
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South Asia have become more and more preoccupied not with the ideals of the past or their
traditional cultural values but rather with the real world and the problems of the society that
people are facing. The subject matter of modern poetry in South Asia reflects the challenges
and experiences of an urban world from the issue of fragmented identity to anxiety about
politics, and the search of one's existential meaning. The Bangla literary world is no
exception. Starting from the works of the two most revered literary giants of Rabindranath
Tagore and Kazi Nazrul Islam to the contemporary postmodern writers, the Bengali literature
continuously evolves with the historical developments (Dasgupta, 2007; Sen, 2013). In this
constantly changing landscape of literature, Prasun Bandyopadhyay as a lyric poet is a
significant figure for him through the works he created reflecting the daily life of the Bengali
society in this modern era (Bandyopadhyay, 2018). His poetic compositions have a close
relationship with the land, one's personal memories, and the ups and downs of the daily life,
and how the human emotional disorder reflects them. On the contrary, the kind of poem
writing that usually depends on the use of exaggerated words or making clear political
statements, Bandyopadhyay relies rather on his keen observation of the commonplace
situations through subtle descriptions. It is through such poetry that the poet is able to give
the reader a feeling for the human emotional experiences, for society at large and the
existential concerns which are hidden under the surface of mundane objects, ordinary living
environments, personal memories, and the meeting of different kinds of urban folks, which
Bandyopadhyay has been doing for a long time. There has been an increasing importance of
poetry in contemporary cultures, especially at a time when technological advances are fast-
paced, globalization trends are prevalent, and people's identities become detached from their
cultural roots. Moreover, contemporary literature does not limit itself to being just an artistic
form; it is essentially a means through which social consciousness is shared and
communicated (Said, 1994). As the Bengali poetry of this era is getting updated and
reformed, it becomes one of the best ways in which the poets can show what their own
personal views, ideas and concerns are and also how these are connected to their society and
environment. Therefore, the Bengali poetry of nowadays is mainly focused on topics like
urban detachment, remembrance, self-consciousness, materialistic desires, and the dissolution
of the social fabric (Chattarji, 2019). Poets nowadays have been found to blend romantic
feelings and elements of protest and experimentation with awareness of local social situation
into their poems quite easily. Hence, within these changes in literature, we see Prasun
Bandyopadhyay expressing through poems the dual theme of closeness and protest
(Bandyopadhyay, 2018). In other words, the body of work of Prasun Bandyopadhyay is a
great illustration of what can be learned from the current society about people's minds and
emotions. His writings often focus on how a person's memory influences her/his self-
conception and, simultaneously, how an urban lifestyle changes a person's emotional state
(Bandyopadhyay, 2018). His poetic imagination often wanders in the well-known scenery of
Kolkata and Bengal's everyday cultural life. This limitation only enhances the poetry's
universality and through this limitation human experiences of isolation, confusion and change
in society are brought to the surface. (Nayar, 2016). This paper explores how poetry interacts
with modern society, in the case of Prasun Bandyopadhyay's work, by means of the detailed
exploration of his work. The poet's treatment of urban modernist elements, memory, and
consciousness of social issues, as well as the emotional complexity will be analyzed. The
study focuses on the characteristics of style and topics that are unique to Bandyopadhyay's
poetry within the framework of modern Bengali literature. In a way, through this paper, we
plan to present a critical view of Prasun Bandyopadhyay within the larger framework of the
development of modern Bengali poetry and contemporary literary circles. Bandyopadhyay's
role as one of the prominent figures of Bengali poetry cannot be denied, yet the engagement
in the world of academia with the subject of his poems has been quite limited. With this paper
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we want to make a strong argument for an in depth scholarly analysis of his poems by
pointing to the richness in literature, cultural importance, and social relevance of the poet.

Research Objectives

These are the main focus points of this research:

1. How does poetry reflect or criticize modern society in Prasun Bandyopadhyay's works?

2. The author will be examined in light of the main topics like memory, city life, individual
identity, and the feeling of being estranged.

3. The analysis is concerned with the use of language (style and symbols) in
Bandyopadhyay's poetry.

4. 1t intends to study socio-cultural significance of the poet's work within the modern
Bengali literature.

5. The paper provides the author an opportunity in the contemporary context of Bengali
literary critique to restate the views on Prasun Bandyopadhyay.

Literature Review

The role of poetry within modern society has been an ongoing concern in literary scholarship.
Particularly in the case of Bengali literature where poetry acts as a conveyor of social
awareness, political action, and the preservation of culture in memory. The modernization of
Bengali poetry came to be as a consequence of the changes in the historical background, the
urbanization process the influence of globalization, and the nature of interpersonal
relationships. It focused on the expression of divided selves, inner turmoil, and opposition
against the socio-political systems (Ghosh, 1985; Mazumder, 2025).Recently, scholars have
recognized Prasun Bandyopadhyay as one of the leading contemporary Bengali poets whose
works exemplify the convergence of individual sentiment and shared social circumstances.
His poetry mirrors the realities of today's city life, political apathy, activism, remembrance,
and culture. Bandyopadhyay does not restrict his poetic efforts to just lyrical forms but
infuses elements of modern historical events, everyday life, and ideological struggles with
poetic imagery thereby his work becomes an image of the present-day Bengali literary
thought. The recently conferred honorary degree by the prestigious Sahitya Akademi marks
yet another recognition of his prominence in Indian literature and indicates his increasing
influence in contemporary Indian literature.According to research work on contemporary
modern Bengali poetry, the present-generation poets have moved away from purely romantic
themes and instead are concentrating on themes like globalization, consumerism, isolation,
migration, degradation of nature, and political uncertainty (Mazumder, 2025). In this context
one may perceive that the poetry of Prasun Bandyopadhyay not only carries the legacy of
post Tagorean modernist poetics but also addresses the issues of the present-day society and
thus becomes contemporary in both meaning and content. The poetic mode of
Bandyopadhyay mixes vernacular language with references to historical and symbolic
expressions creating a literary space where the individual lives get reflected as the
transformation of society. The experts and scholars of Bengali modernism have highlighted a
fact that, right from the beginning, poems have been the main instruments of shaping public
opinion, as well as of raising questions with regard to national identity and the idea of
modernity (Chaudhuri, 2006). This view offers us a solid theoretical base to interpret Prasun
Bandyopadhyay as a literary artist since his poems often mingle personal and historical
dimensions without a clear line of demarcation. He repeatedly brings in political movements,
sports culture, cityscapes, and collective memory to highlight how poetry can be a platform
for the discussion and resolution of contemporary social issues.Recently the interest of
literary scholars has turned to spatiality i.e. the relation of a space with its surroundings and
the human activity within it and to the experience of being in a city i.e. one of the major cities
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of our time. Modern Bengali literature more often portrays cities not just as places but as
spaces that carry symbolic meanings, such as places of exclusion, confrontation for a stand,
and of a cross-cultural exchange. The authors claim that the modern literary works have a
habit of building the city landscape into an image of the self that gets fragmented and the
relationship at the personal level gets changed and hence the social relationship changes. It is
exactly in this sense that Prasun Bandyopadhyay's poetry, too, is turning the city into a
dynamic character in a poem. It is here where streets, localities, and open spaces become the
means for expressing social struggle as well as historical linkages.Even though there has been
a growth in public awareness and respect for Poet Prasun Bandyopadhyay one may still find a
lack of substantial academic writings specifically on him. At the moment, these topics are
treated in columns or in magazines or the literary award speeches but not in the critical
literature. Thus, a few analytical works of the poetic art, themes, and the use of language,
political statements, and contributions of the poet to the genre of Bengali poetry in particular
and contemporary Indian literature in general, are missing. It is this void in the research that
has brought forth the need for the current study, which aims to look into the poetry of Prasun
Bandyopadhyay and analyze the way it reflects and questions the present social situation as
well as how it helps in the development of modern Bengali poetry.In general, existing literary
writings confirm that modern poetry in the language of Bengali serves quite well the purpose
of interpreting changes at the societal level, awareness of history and also, personal identities.
But the writing body of a modern poet Prasun Bandyopadhyay has not yet been studied and
appreciated thoroughly. In turn, this work attempts to present a full account of his poetry
together with its significance and role in today's world so that it may throw a different light in
the field of criticism.

Research Methodology

This research article has followed a qualitative and interpretive research approach. It has used
a major portion of textual analysis along with socio-literary critique. This study relied mainly
on secondary literature such as literary criticism, journal papers, essays on Bengali poetry,
and previous scholarly works on modern Bengali literary developments. A set of poems and
publications supposedly of Prasun Bandyopadhyay are close-read in order to understand
recurring themes, stylistic features, and cultural implications through the eyes of a common
reader. The researcher has combined literary studies with sociology, and anthropology by
adopting an interdisciplinary research technique. The interpretive lens of the paper draws
upon modernist, urban alienation, memory-study theories, and those of cultural identity.

Contemporary Bengali Poetry and Social Consciousness

Without a proper understanding of the past and present sociological and historical changes of
Bengal, Bengal's modernist poetry cannot be deciphered. Urbanization, political issues,
migration, globalization, and cultural changes have dramatically influenced literary output.
Present-day Bengali poets are moving away from conventional romanticism more and more
with fragmented narratives, expressive metaphors, and introspective psychology.
Development of contemporary Bengali poetry reflects major alterations in Bengali society.
Modern day Bengali poetry represents an interaction between protest, religious thoughts,
local heritage, and innovative methods (Chattarji).This literary milieu fosters a setting in
which poets concurrently uphold cultural identity and interrogate societal reality.In contrast to
previous literary traditions that frequently relied on great narratives of nationalism or
idealized romanticism, modern poetry emphasizes ordinary realities and splintered
subjectivities. Thecity manifests as an essential poetic realm. Urban life is depicted not only
as a physical environment but also as a psychological state marked by isolation, ambiguity,
and emotional fatigue.In Bengali poetry, modernity often manifests through motifs of
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displacement, stillness, decay, memory, and broken communication. Modern poets strive to
encapsulate the volatility of contemporary life. Poetry serves as both a reflection of society
and a means of resisting emotional and cultural alienation.Prasun Bandyopadhyay's poetry is
part of this larger literary movement yet retains its distinct sense. His works frequently depict
the quotidian lives of individuals navigating the evolving social landscape of Bengal. Instead
of formulating abstract philosophical frameworks, he extracts philosophical profundity from
shared experiences, recollections, and urban environments. Contemporary Bengali poetry
exhibits a societal consciousness that mirrors concerns of identity and cultural continuity.
Accelerated globalization and commercialization have altered conventional social
frameworks and cultural customs. Poets are increasingly addressing these changes by
safeguarding local histories, linguistic nuances, and emotional recollections. In
Bandyopadhyay's poetry, locality serves as a manifestation of cultural resistance. A notable
characteristic of modern Bengali poetry is the fusion of individual and communal memory.
Poets frequently utilize personal experiences to reflect on broader societal issues. The
convergence of the personal and the political establishes a multifaceted literary realm in
which personal emotions expose wider social truths. Prasun Bandyopadhyay's poetry
exemplifies this literary inclination with notable nuance. His literary realm encompasses
recollections, dreams, urban observations, and emotional ambiguities that collectively mirror
the state of modern civilization. Utilizing subtle imagery and contemplative language, he
creates a poetic terrain that is profoundly embedded in Bengali cultural awareness while
concurrently addressing universal human concerns.

The Poetic World of Prasun Bandyopadhyay

Modern critics point out that in his poetry Prasun Bandyopadhyay highlights "the quotidian
ethos of north Calcutta” (Chattarji). The attention on the local setting allows his writings to
reflect the subtle changes in the culture which are becoming threatened from the process of
modernization and homogenization. Bandyopadhyay's poems offer a social commentary
through the employment of imagery and suggestion of emotions. They don't rely heavily on
direct ideological declarations such as are typical of some poets. Bandyopadhyay frequently
uses allusions to inaction, decline, forgotten memories, and mental ambiguity. These
references capture the emotional conditions of people in the rapidly changing urban setups.
Bandyopadhyay frequently uses memory as an instrument of creativity. His literary universe
features memory that is neither totally static nor solely nostalgic one. Memory works here as
an individual's means of finding one's identity in contemporary society. The interaction of the
past and present always causes emotional conflicts that ultimately form human
consciousness.The following Prasun Bandyopadhyay quote exemplifies the relationship
between memory and psychological distress: "Our painful memories are the needles that
weave our turmoil.” (Bandyopadhyay).Mending memories, confusion, and nightmares are all
elements which needles symbolize in this depiction. These words are a pointer to the poet's
concern about human emotional trauma and psychological healing. The poet portrays
memory as a process of active and painful confrontation of the personal and social anxieties
which people have and which they can't avoid. A characteristic of Bandyopadhyay's poetry is
its linguistic minimalism. Bandyopadhyay avoids wordy and decorative expression by using a
minimal, vivid language. Instead of a polemic passion one can find a subtle, emotional
undercurrent in his poems which is a hallmark of the lyrical tradition in general. As a result,
the readers can more easily relate to and be influenced by the emotions and the philosophical
ideas behind the poems. The poet has a great empathy for the fragility of human beings which
he shows through his poetry. The poet gives a place to the common person in his literary
imaginary. The poet captures the delicate emotional structure of contemporary life through
domestic settings, urban landscapes, and short-lived recollections. The balance between the
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individual and the society is another important idea in his works. Dreaming is an effective
way for people to preserve their emotional realness while at the same time having to live
among the divided members of the social system. On the one hand their feelings are authentic
while on the other hand social settings are divided. The poets’ words not only reveal the
conflict between inner emotional experience and outer social reality but also help in adding a
higher level to the conceptual depth of poetry. Above all, the poet is capable of depicting the
deeper crisis facing today's individuals and their communication. In his poetry silence,
dialogues that get cut short and interrupted by silence which is more than empty or broken off
communication in a conversation, empty spaces, and the lack of emotional connection are all
the poet uses for that. These aspects show how the contemporary man feels lonely even when
all around him is a crowd of people.In a way which could easily have been ignored or
forgotten, poems by Prasun Bandyopadhyay show that the arts can be in sync with the times,
and that without losing the subtlety of their form. His poetry not only record social reality but
also reworks them through emotional and metaphorical creativity.

Urban Alienation and Existential Anxiety

Urban alienation is one of the main concerns in present day Bengali poetry and Prasun
Bandyopadhyay addresses this concern with brilliant psychological insight. Technical
progress, emotional isolation and fragmentary relationships are all part and parcel of the
modern life in the city, and all have significant influence on the emotional aspects of modern
literature. For Bandyopadhyay, as for all his poems, the city is not just a setting but a poetic
space in which human relationships are perishable. In urban settings, life is often
overwhelmed and disjointed. The poet portrays individuals moving through busier areas of
environment and also emphasizes on isolation and emotional apathy. Historically alienation
has been associated with modern literature. From European modernism to postcolonial urban
literature, poets have explored the impact of industrialization and urbanization on the human
consciousness. Urban alienation has also been reflected in a number of ways in Bengali
poetry such as the portrayal of the decaying neighborhoods, lonely streets, disjointed
dialogues, an emotional fatigue etc. Bandyopadhyay's effort at alienation is a poetic one, and
it's no monochrome vision. There is a sense of mourning for emotional distance and desire for
emotional connection and memory in his poetry, yet this connection and recollection take
place amid urban life. The city becomes a place of anxiety and what memories do her/his and
its stories retain? By focusing on commonplace events in the city, the poet gives the reader
the chance to sense the hidden snags and conflicts in everyone's day-to-day existence. Calm,
familiar streets, malls, buildings, and passing people are all transformed by the interior spaces
to become scenes of rich emotional engagement. Even in today's day and age, with all the
technology and social advancements, Bandyopadhyay shows a sense of fallibility in today's
students. An outstanding feature of his urban alienation in his poetry is the loss of substance
contact. In modern culture, situations often arise where people form actual physical
relationships with each other, but there is none of an emotional nature pairing them together.
The lack of sound is one of the many reminders of emotional disassociation. Things are not
decided, memories won't mesh, and relationships are unsure. Bandyopadhyay's body of
creative works is greatly affected by existential anguish. He frequently expresses confusion
about the nature of identification, meaning, and emotional continuity in his poetry. In the
modern man, it appears as though the memory/present dichotomy is not being resolved
properly with regards to personal desires and needs. The existential nature of this links
Bandyopadhyay to the modernist and postmodern traditions of poetry in general. But his
approach [or strategy] leading to his methodology is very based in Bengali cultural and
emotional contexts. Not philosophical dialog, but existential anguish is communicated
through specific sensory details and emotionally personal imagery. The relationship between
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memory and alienation is important. Many of the poems are a refuge from the emotional
upheavals of contemporary life- memory entices them to stop and consider for a brief
moment, before letting them go. Memories, however, are always erratic and incomplete.
Emotional certainty can't be fully restored from the past. The conflict between memory and
loss substantially enhances the somber ambiance of his poems. In her analysis, writer Prasun
Bandyopadhyay brings to the fore more wide-ranging problems related to modern
civilization. In his poetry, he examines the ability of emotional sincerity in increasingly
massed and fractured cultures. He portrays the emotional effects of the contemporary city by
means of delicate images, and thoughtful language.

Memory, Identity, and Cultural Consciousness

In the lyrical eye of Prasun Bandyopadhyay, memory plays a crucial role. The theme of
remembrance is always reflected in his paintings, to the extent that they demonstrated the
interplay between memory and the construction of personal, cultural and emotional images.
Today, in a culture that, with its rapid evolution, can displace people and stir up emotions,
memory can be an important tool for sustaining identity. The relationship of memory and
poetry has been recognized for a long time in literary studies. Memories can be transformed
into a shared experience at times in poetry. Memory works both at a personal and collective
level in Bandyopadhyay's work. The individual and their particular, collective and cultural
grasp. His poetry often conveys familiar landscape, place and the day-to-day life of infancy.
These places provide a sense of continuity in culture as well as a sense of nostalgia. The
poet's careful attention to everyday urban and domestic contexts protects from the modern
threat to emotional stories. Bandyopadhyay's poems express his spiritual affinity with the
Bengali socio-linguistic identity. Local culture and language have an important impact in the
current global transformation. Literature is becoming more and more a place where regional
identity is opposing to homogenization. The poetical expression of Prasun Bandyopadhyay of
this North Kolkata and Bengali urban society is an allegory of cultural resistance. In addition
to that, his poetry has a great connection with the cultural landscape of the region through the
portrayal of the familiar features of the life of the local people and regional speech forms. His
poems are also the carrier of the emotional expressions that are characteristic of the lifestyle
of the Bengali populace but are ignored by the fast-paced changing urban milieu. Besides
that, the remembrance by him is not sentimentalized. When memory is at play it may feel as
if it is either totally broken or the brokenness is there, the answers one is given can also leave
you in a state of discomfort. Besides fragments, memories bring in pieces of comfort as well.
This complexity is part of what keeps him from the pitfall of mere nostalgia through the
poems. Memory gets transformed into a space of emotional negotiation, as people try to
strike a balance between losing and being continuous. For Bandyopadhyay, too, it is a very
delicate situation. Today's individual is not so easy to remain emotionally "whole" in the face
of being "partially isolated” in a social context. In a poem, they often depict psychological
uncertainty and emotional underdevelopment as they mirror contemporary insecurities
regarding identity and a sense of belonging together. This scattered notion of identity
frequently finds echoes in poetic form as Bandyopadhyay. A sense of uncertainty or
instability is generated by means of elliptical images, highly evocative metaphors, and the
breaking of the emotional expressions that represent the experience of the psyche at the
present time. The poets do not give direct explanations of the poems they have written rather
they ask the readers themselves to get to an understanding.This is another important aspect of
his cultural sensitivity: the relationship of the individual life with the collective memory. An
individual's experience will mirror broader aspects of social reality. Bandyopadhyay
implicitly criticizes the changing social order and the urban metamorphic and cultural
dislocation through emotion-driven introspections.
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Symbolism and Poetic Language

Prasun Bandyopadhyay's poems feature an elaborate use of symbolism and poetic diction that
takes the essence of his emotions and philosophy of poetry to incredible heights. He handles
his poetic devices with restraint and suggestiveness and with intricate images. He seldom
uses explicit statements to communicate content and instead employs symbolic nuance and
emotionally charged metaphors. One of his most special attributes as a poet in language is
that he interprets the simple with a depth of meaning. His poetry attributes symbolically
meaning to common objects and daily happenings. Sy ruptures in line; stillness, rooms,
recollections, snatches of discourse is images of inner state and social situations. Needles,
streets, windows, stillness, rooms, recollections and snatches of discourse are images of inner
state and social situations. It is often said that symbolism can emerge out of the everyday life
in Bandyopadhyay's poetry. This approach to style connects in some obvious ways with
broader modernist movements in which the outward is a representation of the inward.
However, his style and content are still rooted in his culture, while retaining certain
emotionality. A notable feature of his poetic diction is the use of fractured images. The
contemporary world appears disjointed and precarious; thus, broken forms may be as
appropriate a poetic response as to the present experience. His poetry tends to move back and
forth between memory and observation, sometimes emotional introspection, without a
coherent narrative. Silence is one of the important symbols in his poems. To keep quiet does
not always mean to be uninvolved in an empathetic or kind manner, feels different, not
connected socially, or harbors unspoken distress. But quiet also creates an environment that's
conducive to thinking. The intensities of the feelings in the poems are conveyed in the
absence of explicit language articulation. Bandyopadhyay's poetic style is very well
structured and to the point. He avoids the pointless adornment and the fancy use of words.
The language limitation of this condition makes for more emotional impact on selected
pictures and metaphors. The readers are encouraged to engage interactively with and the
symbolic elements of the poems. One aspect of his poetic style is his rhythm. Many
contemporary poets break out from traditional meter, but it is important to have an
understanding of rhythm. Banshee stirs in Bhavana, airy and very high in pitch, whereas Ray
Chatterjee's verse employs more subdued tones and variations to convey a sense of intimacy.
Poetry by Ray Chatterjee has a more serene tone, while the work of Bandyopadhyay tends to
be more sensual and deal with the music and excitement of everyday life.

Poetry as Social Reflection and Resistance

Poems have always been a part of aesthetic expression, as well as an instrument for social
critiqgue and social action. Today's poetry has subject matter including political discontent,
emotional devastation, cultural isolation, and social injustice. Not all of Prasun
Bandyopadhyay's poems are overtly political, but here are significant aspects of social
critiqgue. One of the keys to his poetry is opposition to emotional de-humanization. Today we
are often told that everything has to happen quickly, be commercial and something to quickly
interact with. These days, speed, commercialization, and shallow engagement is the talking
point of modern civilization. Reflective emotional experience is pushed to the edges and side
in such cases. The functioning of poetry such as Bandyopadhyay's is oppositional of this
process and relies on the emotions to be complex, on the remembrance to be exhaustive, and
on the self-reflection to be sophisticated. Throughout his writings and paintings the
preservation of place is a means of resistance. Localized cultures and daily social stories are
often at risk by ways of globalization and commercialization. Bandyopadhyay emphasizes on
the cultural glamour and the typical Bengali experience in North Kolkata and hence preserves
some elements of cultural identity that get amalgamated by the modern urban development.
He's also a poet against the breakdown of interpersonal relations that characterize the modern
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city life. The poet looks at single outstanding aspects of the frame of modern society and
represents the unnoticed psychic consequences of that society by means of isolation, silence
and emotional fragility. A sense of heightened social awareness along with the personal
introspection is indicated by the current literary debate in Bengali literature, suggesting an
increasing confluence of these aspects in contemporary poetry (Chattarji). In the fiction,
Bandyopadhyay evokes this tendency by reflecting on a common social observation with
personal feelings.

Prasun Bandyopadhyay in Contemporary Bengali Literary Discourse

It cannot be claimed that the contribution of Prasun Bandyopadhyay to the Bengali literature
of the modern era is not important and deserving academic consideration. His poetry is an
important part of modern day Bengali poetry, although he is not as well known in the world
as some other popular Bengali literary giants. Bengali literature has a wide range of themes,
styles and more importantly ideological understanding in a modern context. There are
multiple ways urbanization, globalization, political upheaval, identity politics and emotional
breakdowns are explored by poets. Bandyopadhyay's poetry, which exhibits introspection and
emotionality, marks itself out as realistic in this literary context. His body of work is an
important contribution to the legacy of modern poetry in a local sense. He focuses on the
emotional and cultural complexities of city life for Bengalis, while simultaneously enriching
the literary tradition of past Bengali modernists, and developing his own poetic voice. In the
contemporary times of Bengali poetry, communitarian localism and everyday urban life in the
city seem to be very much prominent themes in the context of contemporary poetic discourse
(Chattarji). Bandyopadhyay's poetry evidently engages in this literary evolution. Among the
reasons for the relative lack of in-depth scholarly studies of his texts one sometimes speaks of
an overarching institutional trend in literary studies providing a differential interest in the
promotion of internationally well known authors and successful ones. There is a great need
for a more intensive examination of the poetry of his artistry from an academic perspective.
Prasun Bandyopadhyay's work is especially noteworthy when it comes to the relationship of
the literary text and an emotional encounter. More and more, modern literary criticism
understands that it is emotion, memory, and the subjective aspect of feeling that is essential to
cultural comprehension. His poetry provides a lot of material for critical reading. Prasun
Bandyopadhyay is a literate voice who is hypercritical of the feelings and cultural nuances of
the contemporary life. His poetry besides its own importance in Bengali literature is worthy
of recognition in the larger framework of modern poetry and culture.

Conclusion

Poetry plays a major role in how society gains a perspective of its emotional, cultural and
existential truths. Prasun Bandyopadhyay is one of the most skilled writers of modern urban
life in contemporary Bengali literature, who also reflects emotions and cultural heritage
within his poetry in a way that is appropriate. It has examined the relationship between the
poetry and the modern society with reference to Bandyopadhyay's poems. His poetry
represents an alienation from the city, a loss of communication, a sense of being out of place,
remembrance, and an awareness of culture. At the same time, his paintings resist emotional
dehumanization to provide the vulnerability, introspection, and topography necessary for
humanizing the experience of emotions. One of the great merits of Prasun Bandyopadhyay's
poems is their ability to transform a prosaic occasion into thought about the nature of
everyday life today. He creates this lyrical space where he uses symbolic language, emotional
reserve and complex images to involve readers in the universal concerns of humans with a
hold over the Bengali cultural experience. To be specific, the study shows another facet of the
poetry of Bandyopadhyay that is it adds very importantly to the conversation of the

International Journal of Advanced Research & Higher Studies

ID: 260203 .
www.ijarhs.com

24



© IJARHS July 2026, Volume 5, Issue 2 ISSN: 2957-8671 (Online)

contemporary Bengali community. The preservation of the cultural heritage of the place is
being done by the literary works of Bandyopadhyay under the globalized and disintegrating
society. His poems are the ones that expose in the area of psychology, the problems of the
society at large. This is done by showing the aspects of urban life one would encounter from
day to day, and the ambiguity of feelings, along with the instability, or even the non-
existence, of human bonds. His method of writing serves as a clear indication of poetry and
literature that can have social impacts without being a sort of propaganda. Poetry is a form of
art that, if used correctly, reflects people at times of crisis; it does not advocate political
ideologies or make them transparent like the media. Rather, it can suggest the nature of the
political or ideological struggle without stating it overtly.To sum up, Prasun Bandyopadhyay's
work is a valuable addition to the present era of Bengali literature. His imaginative world and
secretive character embody the different forms of modern tension, anxiety, and emotional
complexity in a highly sensitive and delicate way. With more attention devoted to his works
by academic researchers and scholars, it will help understand the full picture of Bengali
poetry and how its association with the daily lives of the community is continually changing.
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